
TRIBUTE TO HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL PIETRO PAROLIN 

From the Chairwoman Professor Anna Maria Tarantola 

Sala Regia, Saturday June 8th, 2019 

 

Your Eminence: 

 

We are deeply honored you accepted our invitation to give the closing address at the 2019 

International Conference of the Foundation and wish to express our heartfelt thanks for 

the attention with which you are following our work. 

 

Over the last two days we have been looking into many issues related to the problems 

raised by Pope Francis and the recommendations he made in Laudato Sì’, a prophetic 

encyclical and fundamental part of the Social Doctrine of the Church. 

 

On the first day we listened to the voice of our members, who have been striving for 

almost one year to study, understand and put into practice Laudato Sì’. Yesterday we 

listened to outside experts: theologians, philosophers, economists, businessmen, 

representatives of international organizations and the third sector. 

 

We noticed a growing interest in issues conducive to an integral economy, some concrete 

efforts on the part of the corporate world to adopt the three benchmarks of ESG 

(Environmental Social Governance), as well as increased attention to non financial 

activities and the emission of “ethical” funds and financial instruments. 

 

Our debates, however, have led us to the conclusion that these movements, although very 

positive, do not yet represent real change, a convinced new approach to business models, 

to the rules and behaviors - complementing the pursuit of profit - that promote the 

wellbeing of all stakeholders and protection of the environment in order to achieve the 

ultimate goal of inclusive prosperity advocated by the Church. 

 

The Foundation will continue to look at the evolving situation, to judge the substance of 

ongoing changes, and to act for the realization of an integral ecology above all through the 

behavior of our members in their respective fields of work. 

 

With our doings, individually and through the Foundation, we wish to be ever more a 

reference point for the territories where we operate and to give a responsible contribution 

to the implementation of inclusive and sharing communities. I firmly believe that in so 

doing we will truly achieve our goal, the diffusion of Social Doctrine of the Church. 

 



Before your closing address, the decoration of St. Gregory the Great will be conferred to 

Domingo Sugranyes Bickel and Princess Camilla Borghese Khevenhueller. We all know 

them well. 

 

Domingo has chaired the Foundation for ten years, firmly leading it, initiating and 

consolidating its internationalization process and promoting the ever higher scientific 

level of our work. 

 

Camilla, who has also served on the Board for ten years, has given her personal 

contribution as a businesswoman particularly attuned to the principles of the Social 

Doctrine of the Church. 

 

On behalf of the whole Foundation I wish to thank them for their precious work. I am sure 

that - as members of the Foundation - they will continue to strive for its success. 


