Inspirational Quotes Malta CAPPF in this Year of St. Joseph

Easter Vigil Mass homily by Pope Francis:
This is the first Easter message that I would offer you: it is always
possible to begin anew, because there is always a new life that God can
awaken in us in spite of all our failures. From the rubble of our hearts –
and each one of us knows the rubble of our hearts – God can create a
work of art; from the ruined remnants of our humanity, God can prepare
a new history. He never ceases to go ahead of us: in the cross of
suffering, desolation and death, and in the glory of a life that rises again,
a history that changes, a hope that is reborn. In these dark months of the
pandemic, let us listen to the Risen Lord as he invites us to begin anew
and never lose hope.

Fratelli Tutti encyclical letter excerpts (Pope Francis):
Hope speaks to us of a thirst, an aspiration, a longing for a life of
fulfilment, a desire to achieve great things, things that fill our heart and
lift our spirit to lofty realities like truth, goodness and beauty, justice and
love… Hope is bold; it can look beyond personal convenience, the petty
securities and compensations which limit our horizon, and it can open us
up to grand ideals that make life more beautiful and worthwhile. (55)
This summons is ever new, yet it is grounded in a fundamental law of
our being: we are called to direct society to the pursuit of the common
good and, with this purpose in mind, to persevere in consolidating its
political and social order, its fabric of relations, its human goals. By his
actions, the Good Samaritan showed that “the existence of each and
every individual is deeply tied to that of others: life is not simply time that
passes; life is a time for interactions”. (66)
True statecraft is manifest when, in difficult times, we uphold high
principles and think of the long-term common good. (178)
Consumerist individualism has led to great injustice. Other persons
come to be viewed simply as obstacles to our own serene existence; we
end up treating them as annoyances and we become increasingly
aggressive. This is even more the case in times of crisis, catastrophe
and hardship, when we are tempted to think in terms of the old saying,

“every man for himself”. Yet even then, we can choose to cultivate
kindness. Those who do so become stars shining in the midst of
darkness. (222)

An example to follow:
Possibly the ‘first businessman saint in the world’, Ernesto Enrique Shaw
is up for beatification. He was born in 1921 and after experiencing a
deep conversion as a young man, he decided to pursue business as
was his family line but decided to study the Catholic social doctrine to be
able to become a true Christian businessman – and this he did. His
business flourished and his employees were treated with true humanity
and dignity. When battling cancer, over 200 of his employees went to
donate blood for him. He also established the Christian Association of
Business Executives and ‘established a pension fund and a health care
system to provide the 3,400 industry’s workers medical service, financial
support in case of illness, and loans for important life events such as
marriage, birth, and death’.
In an interview a few years ago Pope Francis said, “….I’m moving
forward with the cause for beatification over there [in Argentina] of a rich
Argentine businessman. Enrique Shaw was rich, yet saintly. A person
can have money. God gives it to him so he can administer it well. And
this man administered it well. Not with paternalism, but by fostering the
[personal] growth of people who needed help.”
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/enrique-shaw-the-argentinebusinessman-whom-francis-may-soon-beatify-52592

Patris Corde apostolic letter excerpts (Pope Francis):
In the face of difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or
somehow engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did
not even think we had.
God always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same creative
courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem
into a possibility by trusting always in divine providence.
If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not mean that we
have been abandoned, but instead are being trusted to plan, to be
creative, and to find solutions ourselves.

That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the paralytic,
who lowered him from the roof in order to bring him to Jesus (cf. Lk 5:1726). Difficulties did not stand in the way of those friends’ boldness and
persistence. They were convinced that Jesus could heal the man, and
“finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on
the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the middle of
the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend,
your sins are forgiven you’” (vv. 19-20). Jesus recognized the creative
faith with which they sought to bring their sick friend to him.
The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual,
can serve as a summons for all of us to rediscover the value, the
importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from
which no one is excluded. Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God
himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment
that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a summons to review
our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find
ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, no person at
all, no family should be without work!
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/pap
a-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html

